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NORTHFIELD RECOLLECTIONS 
of 


FRANCES WELLS Moopy 
(Mrs. Ambert G.) 


incorporating historical material about the Town, the Schools, the 
Hotel, the Chateau and the Schells; and some vignettes of D. L. 
Moody in action. Also included is family history of 
particular interest to descendants of GEORGE F. MOODY 
(1832-1905) and his son, AMBERT G. Moopy (1863-1945). 


Frances Wells Moody - (1871-1952) 


Graduated from Northfield Seminary 1891 
Attended Wellesley College | 1891-92 
Teacher, Dover Illinois 1892-94 


Marriage June 13, 1894 
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February 16, 1949 


Northfield in 1888 had received from the Great Maker of 


all beauty its wonderful setting of hills, terraces, and 
beautifully long wooded _ streets. As one who came from the 
middle west has said: "It was such a joy to find that rivers 


need not always be muddy" and the beautiful, broad street with 
its glorious elms shading both the driveway in the center and 
the footpaths on either side made cathedral arches through the 
long two miles of the Village. The white houses and_ green 
blinds, the well-kept lawns, all were a joy especially to those 
coming from a western clime. 


At that date, the southern or lower end of the street 
was the more important business section, 2£ one might consider 
the two grocery stores and the post office the business "heart" 
of the city. 


Arriving at the old Northfield Station of the Central 
Vermont Railway, one found waiting for him a stage with three 
seats accommodating eight passengers and the driver. 
Proceeding up through the street to the north at ae very 
moderate pace one had time to notice the old Congregational 
Church on the right, a conservative but typical New England 
church, and about two miles further, one came to the entrance 
of the Seminary. 


The campus of the school, then known as Northfield 
Seminary, comprised about the same acreage as it does today, 
but it had not the well-graded and fertilized lawns which today 
gladden us. One passed the home of Mr. D. L. Moody, very much 
nearer to the road than the present one and turned in to the 
right winding up toward East Hall, the first of the dormitories 
and the one in which the August conference was first held in 
September, 1880. ' 


In September of 1888 Round Top was there, with the same 
old pines that please us today, gathering to itself all the 
beauty of the Valley to which one's eyes travel as one stands 
upon that hillside; there was East Hall, as we have said; there 
was the Talcott Memorial Library. The Memorial Library, 
standing next to East Hall, was completed in the summer of 1888 
and just opened for use that autumn, with the office of the 
principal, Miss Hall, contained therein and an upper room. for 
displays of various sorts. Next we reach Stone Hall which was 
built from stone just across the line in New Hampshire on_ the 
southern side of a little stream flowing through the Valley and 
along which we wont to walk, calling it "Lover's Retreat". 
This Stone Hall was our recitation hall utilizing the first 


‘floor and some of the basement’ rooms. The upper or _ second 


floor was our chapel and in this chapel we met daily for our 
chapel exercises, for such Sunday services as we did not go to 
the village church, and also during the summer it was the home 
of the World Students Conference and other conferences held at 
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Northfield. Beyond that, there was only Marquand Hall. 
Marquand Hall was also opened on February 5, 1885 to celebrate 
the birthday of Grandma Moody. Grandma Moody's birthday fell 
on February 5th, the same day as the natal day of her. son, 
Dwight. However, during Mr. Moody's lifetime, they never 
celebrated his birthday--it was always "my mother's birthday", 
and on this particular day when Marquand was opened there was a 
great celebration. Mr. Sankey was there and Mr. McGranahan. 
Speeches were made, a special song written by Mr. McGranahan 
was sung and many happy, congratulatory telegrams and letters 
were received. 


Back, east of Stone Hall and above it, was Weston Hall, 
and over the hill was Hillside in its present’ station. These 
buildings completed the campus and the School at that time 
@CGmereced Of about 325 pupils, including village or day pupils. 


Revell, which at the first opening of the school in '‘'79 
had been the recitation hall, had been made into a dwelling 
home by Mr. H.N.F. Marshall, friend of Mr. Moody, treasurer of 
the school in the first years and overseer of construction for 
him. In the following years, the summer of 1889, this building 
was enlarged and made into a dormitory. The property was 
purchased by Mr. Fleming H. Revell, a brother of Mrs. D. L. 
Moody and in honor of the Revell family was named Revell. The 
building just below which had been Mr. Marshall's stable was 
also remodeled and called Holton Hall and the pool which had 
existed between the two buildings on the slope was closed and 


5) given up. 


Highland Avenue existed and was chiefly the highway from 
Grandma Moody's, or the birthplace of D. L. Moody at the head, 
tOmethe *hotel which: was built in 1888. The road continued 
straight on down the hill parallel with Main Street. There was 
one house between Grandma Moody's and the hotel, about half way 
down on the east side of the road, just above what is now 
Called Aldrich Street; it was occupied by Mr. D. L. Moody's 
oldest sister, Mrs. Cornelia Moody Walker. 


The present speaker was one Of a party of three girls* 
arriving from Illinois who had come early in order to become 
rested from the long journey from Chicago and to be fresh _ for 
the examinations which must be taken at the opening of school 
the following Wednesday. Arya vingiveathyEast eHalli..on eFriday 
evening, we found a group of twelve or fifteen girls who had 
been busily employed putting the buildings in order and getting 
them ready for the opening of school. The matron of East Hall, 
Miss Thankful Wilder from Buckland, arrived in the afternoon 
with us and upon the same train. The janitor, Mr. John Fisher, 
was present and appeared at the evening meal, welcoming us and 
giving us some sense of his real interest in all the students. 
One would like to stop and give a long tribute to this man who 
was our head janitor for many years, commonly known as_ Uncle 
John or Pa Fisher. He had been a soldier in the Civil War, 

} porn in the hills to the North just across the line in New 
Hampshire. He and his wife, Aunt Cynthia, who was_ born 


% Carrie and Mary Dunbar were the other two, also from small Dover, 
lie 
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Cynthia Stebbins, had never had a sweetheart, aside from the other. 
They had been sweethearts from school days and once when she was 
asked “How long were you engaged, Aunt Cynthie?" she said, "I 
never was engaged. One time John said /When shall we be married, 
Cynthie’ and I said, ‘Just when you say, John.’" They had no 
children but their home was home to all who wished to come and it 
was a home indeed, in very truth to many a girl and boy who had no 
other. Several times they assumed the responsibility and care of 


boys who were sent to them by friends or who had no other home, and 


they were dearly loved by everyone throughout the School. Pa 
Fisher knew more about us than the teachers in many ways. He never 
let us "get away" with anything but he never went to the teachers 
to report us. He knew exactly how to deal with us and was one of 
the strongest influences for good on our campus. 


We fell easily and quickly into the life of the dormitory, 

being assigned our domestic work and gladly taking our part in the 

keeping of the house. It was very fortunate for us that we became 

acquainted with the plan of cooperative house work before the other 
girls arrived. 


On Sunday morning we went down to the village church. The 
Boys’ School, five miles away at Mt. Hermon, had assembled during 
the previous week so the boys were there that day in numbers, and 
Mr. Moody preached about "The Ungrateful Son" Absalom. He said, 
"One night last week when father turned the key in the front door 
at home, you were outside that door. You have come to Mt. Hermon, 
bringing with you all the hopes and ambitions and love of those 
parents who are sacrificing to send you here, and well may it be 
that your return shall not be like that of David’s son, Absalom." 
One could hear the subdued sniffles from various sections of the 
congregation. At the close of the sermon, a very aggressive 
person, apparently well controlled and ready to take command, stood 
in front of the pulpit and said, “If the fellows from Mt. Hermon 
will wait, I think we can arrange classes and have a little time 
for our Sunday School study." This was accomplished but we came 
back to the campus leaving Mt. Hermon to have its first session of 
Sunday School. 


That evening we went again to the church. This time the 
meeting was led by Professor D. B. Towner. Mr. Towner was one of 
musicians associated with Mr. Moody for many years, author of many 
songs, and leader of music both at Northfield Seminary and the 
summer conferences. Professor Towner was also Instructor in Music 
at the Bible Institute in Chicago. That evening was what might be 
called a "social meeting". Mr. Towner had brought the small organ 
from the platform down to the floor in front of the pulpit, and his 
wife was seated there playing for him while he conducted the 
service and sang. His text was: "For the Lord God will help me; 
therefore, have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall 
not be ashamed." Mr. Towner sang and led the congregation in 
singing. Many of those present spoke, especially Deacon Fisher, 
and in offering prayer mention was 
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made of a young man who had grown up in their midst and who was 
leaving that week to go away to. school. Prayers were offered 
that he might be kept strong and true in his new life. This 
person evidently was the same who had officiated at the Sunday 
School that morning, and Mr. Fisher at noon had discussed with 
the matron whatever was going to happen to the Sunday’ School 
now that Ambert was going away. Soon it was decided that 
Ambert and the young man for whom prayer was offered, who also 
was one of the ushers that evening and came forward in a most 
businesslike way to collect the offering on one side of the’ 
church, must be the same, as indeed it was. That first Sunday 

in Northfield, with Mr. Moody as the speaker, was a day never 
to be forgotten by these three from the midwest, their first 
- Sunday away from home at their new school. Everything was most 
vividly impressed upon our minds. 


On Tuesday, theweqiris™*began= to aLrlive. One very 
homesick girl from Nebraska at once appealed to us and we _ took 
her under our protection and care, entertaining and diverting 


her as much as possible. The student body came from all over 
our eccountry. There was Ida Scudder from India, daughter of the 
Scudder family whose grandfather, Dr. John Scudder, was a 


pioneer in that great line of missionary statesmen in India. 
Beth Barrows, born in Turkey, the daughter of American born 
missionaries there who were now retired and lived in the 
village later, came at this time from her home and entered as a 
Campus student in East Hall. Miss Hall, the principal, had her 
home in Marquand at first, but as she was absent in Europe our 
first year we were under the guidance of Miss Adeline P. Pettee 
who was Assistant Principal. 


One figure we saw going about the campus ina quiet, 
unostentatious way, evidently with a careful eye on all 
details, directing men who were working on the farm and about, 
and wondered who this might be. The figure was rather under 
Heamum height, square, strongly built but not stout, clad in 
working clothes covered by a smock which came to the knees, and 
wearing a little round felt hat. One day as this person came into 
East Hall kitchen for a drink, one asked, "Who is that?" And the 
answer was, "Oh, don’t you know? That is Uncle George." And we 
Sameer Uncle George who?" ~ "why", they said,’ “that is, Mr. .D.. hb. 
Moody’s older brother, Uncle George, and he lives over there in the 
same house with Grandma Moody. He has charge of the grounds and 
all the farm and the men." We found later that he it was who had 
really been responsible for the location and grading about all the 
buildings that had been constructed at that time. One night, by 
the North Star, he went out quite alone and laid out Stone Hall. 
Up to the time of his death in 1905, he had charge of all the 
grading on the whole campus. Although he had never had any 
training as a landscape gardener, he seemed to have a native sense 
of how things should be placed and how the grading should be done, 
and much of the beauty of our campus today is due to him. He knew 
how to fertilize the sandy soil — for the campus itself, in its 
first days, had very poor soil. Indeed it was made up of a large 
number of tracts; small homes and yards and bits of 
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pasture were bought and pieced together to form the present-day 
campus. Much of it was sandy and quite unfertile, but Uncle 
George with his eye upon it, at all times was constantly 
putting fertilizer there, changing the grade here and putting a 
path somewhere else that would make the campus more beautiful. 


In order better to introduce the story of Mr. George 
Moody, let us return to the story of Grandma Moody. Betsey 
Holton, born on the Holton farm, at the top of the hill as one 
drives west across the Stebbins Meadow Bridge on the way to 
Greenfield, one of thirteen children, was married and came to 
live in this house at the head of what is now called Highland 
Avenue in 1828, as a bride. She lived out her 91 years in that 
home. She was left a widow after fourteen years, with seven 
children, the oldest of whom was a boy of thirteen, and one 
month afterwards, twin babies were born. Thus this widow faced 
life with nine children, a mortgaged home, and very, very scant 
resources. The husband, Edwin Moody, was a brick mason and a 
builder of houses. He was kindly, genial hearted, always 
popular, always ready to sign a note for anyone, ready to loan 


his last dollar or give away anything he _ possessed. It was 
Said by Grandma Moody that if he collected a bill, possibly for 
ten dollars, he would say, "Well, Betsey, as I came home _ I 


bought a turkey and invited the neighbors in for _ supper 
tonight." This was typical of his open-handed, hearty spirit. 
One who signs notes with another is quite apt to find his 
estate involved and so it was; the estate was quite bankrupt. 


The oldest child, Isaiah, was about thirteen, the next 
was Cornelia, the Mrs. Walker who later lived in the house on 
Highland Avenue, who was eleven--a wonderfully fine girl and 
always a credit and comfort to her mother; the next was a boy 
of nine, George, and upon his’ shoulders at that time the 
burdens of the father fell. There were two younger boys, Edwin 
and Luther, and then came Dwight, who was four years old at 
that time, and a younger one, Warren, two years. The twins, 
born later, were Sam and Elizabeth. 


Dwight Moody was wont to say, " I never knew any father, 
but brother George. I had been sent to school that day to Keep 
me out of mischief (at the age of four years) and I can 
remember a horseman riding up to the window. and _ speaking 
through the window to the teacher saying, ‘Edwin Moody is 
dead. Send his children home’, but I remember no father but 
brother George.” 


In order to meet the exigencies of the case, all the 
children were put to work and kept as busy as’- possible. Isaiah 
was sent to the home of his uncle to work and having, as he 
supposed worked for wages, and having had a very discouraging 
amount of hasty pudding (otherwise known as corn meal mush) for 
nineteen meals in succession, he expected at the end of the 
week to receive a modest sum. However, he was told that his 
work had just covered the cost of his_ board. This left him 
very sadly discouraged and he decided that he would run away. 
, He though that by going away he would relieve the family of 
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the burden of his support and at the same time he hoped to earn 
something which would mend his mother's finances. Accordingly, 
he left and was gone for thirteen years. Thus it was that upon 
George, at the age of nine years, the burdens of the father 
fell, and he received them as manfully as any boy of nine could 
do. Up on the mountain he had a calf which was in pasture and 
he left it there because he noticed that the creditors were 
coming and removing everything that was available from the 
house to satisfy their demands. There was a set of mason's 
tools, just recently purchased by the father, and fearing that 
these too might be taken, the two older boys carried them to 
the attic, removed the boards of the attic floor, and laid the 
tool case in. It was kept in that place many years until 
Ambert, George's son, was old enough to take up the boards and 
bring those tools down. 


The boy of nine, by some amazing skill (one scarcely 
Knows how to explain it) was able to cut out two wheels from a 
Plank which is’ fully 2" in thickness, and the wheels are about 
16" in diameter. By some means, he achieved a reasonably round 
wheel and then another, and adding an axle, he fastened to this 
a box. He then made of rope and twine and such scraps as _ he 
could find about the barn, a harness which would fit the calf. 
He brought the calf down from the mountain and trained it to 
pull. In this manner he was’ able to put a bag of corn into 
this cart and take it to the mill to be ground--the only means 
he had of providing food for the family, for indeed, corn meal 
or corn in some form seemed to provide the principal item of 
their diet. 


Indeed, so eager were the creditors to secure every 
possible penny due them from the Widow Moody as they called 
her, that they even took the kindling wood from the wood shed 
before Mrs. Moody was up after the birth of the twins, one 
month after her husband's death. Through the influence of t@Qw) 
of her brothers, the mortgage on her home was transferred to 
relatives in Greenfield who were more lenient about the payment 
of interest on a particular date, and thus she was enabled to 
SOmGOn. However, the debt was not completely lifted, and the 
mortgage fully repaid, until Ambert, the oldest son of George, 
was old enough to go to Greenfield and make the payment, 
finally delivering the last dollar due upon that house. 


We can hardly picture the struggles of those early 
days. Mrs. Moody made the children love their home. She was 
enabled to so manage it that they all returned gladly, as often 
as possible, to her shelter and even in the very last days when 
Mr. D. L. Moody was returning to Northfield he said often, "I 
don't know what I would do if the road from Bernardston to 
South Vernon were up hill. Thejs;fact ».that itis down grade 
helps me to bear the impatience with which I watch,the light on 
the hill in my mother's window which is there for me." 

Eaves 

This four-year old isapaxewadu of fun and jollity. As 
he grew older and able to make some return through his efforts, 
being hired by neighboring men in the community, he was wont 
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to be somewhat a source of astonishment and sometimes of 
irritation to members of the family. In one case where he _ was 
working with some men in the field and some others during the 
day time at a distance from the home where they were obliged to 
take their dinner in a dinner pail, Dwight would use his time 
after his dinner was eaten by catching a few small squirrels 
and putting them into the dinner pail, securing the cover, and 
watching carefully to get a view of the consternation of the 
following morning when his dinner pail was opened in the family 
kitchen ready for the packing of another lunch. 


On one occasion the employer mounted the wagon and said, 
"I guess, Dwight, I will take a drink of cider while I am 
waiting for you to hitch up the horse." Dwight had the horse 
in the shafts and partially connected and just as the man 
tipped the jug into the best position from which he could _ take 
a swig of cider, he gave the horse a nudge so that he started, 
whereupon Dwight yelled "Whoa, whoa". The man said, “What did 
Veousmaoe that for?" And Dwight said, "Well, I stopped him just 
as soon as I could." 


His mother's sisters in Greenfield took Dwight to their 
homes thinking that they might send him to school, give him 
some help, and at the same time, help their sister, Betsey. It 
is reported that to them also he was a source of amazement and 
that when he returned from school after his noonday lunch, he 
would leave a line of irate hostesses all down the avenue 
because he had stopped at each door to ring the bell and then 
run on. 


So the family moved on through hardship but witha 
constant sense of the unity of the home and with a deep love 
for one another. We have been told that at times there was not 
wood enough to heat the house all day so the children would 
remain in bed until nearly school time and then scamper to 
school to keep warm. When Christmas came if there was an apple 
and a gingerbread cake in the toe of a_ stocking it was 
considered a very good Christmas. 


There came one time when the wood shed was empty. It 
was in the dead of winter and they wondered what they would do 
tomorrow, for the last of the wood was’ being put into the 
stove. As was her want, Grandma Moody gathered the children 
about her and read from the scripture, also from a book of 
daily readings given to her by her minister, Pastor of the 
Unitarian Church at that time. They prayed and they prayed for 
wood. The next morning, Mr. D. L. Moody was wont to say, as he 
wakened he heard the sound of creaking runners upon the cold 
frozen snow and looking out, he saw his Uncle Cyrus with a _ load 
of wood. "Never, never have I seen a more beautiful load of 
wood than that, and from that moment I knew that God answers 


prayer." 


The years passed; somehow the interest was paid and 
little by little the family achieved its growth. George in his 
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early manhood was wont to invest any sums which he was able to 
earn beyond the daily needs of the household in timber lots 
upon the hill. He always felt a great satisfaction if he had 
money to invest, if he could invest it in something which he 
could see and look upon year by year. Some of these lots were 
bought when he was too young to receive the title to them _ so 
they were put in his mother's name and always remained there. 
When she made her will these parcels were distributed among the 
various children with perfect impartiality. 


Later, at the age of seventeen, having had but the 
rudiments of an education, but eager to see the world and with 
a sense that Northfield was pretty confining, Dwight decided 
that he would go to Boston to seek his’ fortune. He met § his 
Older brother, George, on the street and when asked where he 
was gOing, said, "I am going to Boston." George, being a keen 
observer of human nature, knew that the time had come and he 
took from his pocket and gave to his brother five dollars, at 
that time a sum many thousand times greater than that would 
mean to any of us today. Thus fortified Dwight set out for 
Boston to seek employment and to learn something of the world. 


As the years passed on and George came to manhood, he 
was married and his mother gave him an undivided half of the 
house. This house at that time was ae plain, square house 
without porches or any additions, but after the marriage, 
porches were put on either side and an addition on the east 
side which made a family bedroom for George and his wife. His 
first wife was Julia Johnson. Those who knew her have’ reported 
to us that she was a very sweet and charming lady. George 
Moody's love for Julia Johnson was deep and abiding and _ when, 
before their first year was completed, she was stricken with a 
very serious dyphtheria or scarlet fever and died, it left him 
a stricken soul. His family said he was never the same 
thereafter. 


However, after a few years, he met Harriet D. Brown, a 
very beautiful girl born and reared in West Northfield on _ the 
mountain, in a home for which the cellar hole may still be 
found on the hillside, almost directly across from the Moody 
Tak To this marriage were born Ambert, Julia, Olive, Mary, 
Ethel, Ruth, Marion and baby Harold who lived less than a 
month. Surely it is a tribute of character to both the mother 
of these children and the grandmother that they spent their 
years down to the sunset time together, under this one roof, 
using the same pantry--up i Xe) the middle line being 
grandmother's on the west and Hattie's on the east, and so far 
as we know there was never a word of difference between then. 


Thus it was that when Dwight Moody returned to 
Northfield and wished to_ start the school for girls, he found 
brother George with five daughters, capable and willing to 
second him in every effort and especially.in the practical ways 
of grading and erecting of buildings which he located wisely--a 
source of strength to him. George Frederick Moody, a man of few 
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words, but words which, when they were spoken were, in a 
scriptural sense, applies of gold; a man of quiet dignity, 
deeply loved and appreciated by all who knew him, a man _ whose 
authority was never questioned. His service was so quiet that 
Paewould be difficult rightly to value it. Durang, \those |) first 
years his watchful care and wisdom guided the newly germinated © 
seedling of the School and two years later as Mt. Hermon was 
about to be launched, it was to George Moody that everyone 
turned. All through the winter of 1880 and 1881 George Moody 
was at Mt. Hermon almost every day preparing the buildings and 
making ready for the opening of the school in May of that 
year. From a very small beginning, Northfield started, without 
plant or equipment aside from the recitation building which was 
not finished until three weeks after the girls came. The girls 
lived in Mr. Moody's own house and recited in the dining room 
until the recitation hall was’ ready. George Moody planned, 
guided, chided, consulted and directed the workers of the 
group. The Founder greatly valued his brother's judgement and 
spent hours in consultation and planning with him when he was 
in Northfieid. 


Thus, with the background of his home, we see Uncle 
George the figure whom we identified soon after arriving at 
Northfield. Deeply devoted to his home, he seldom left it. It 
was a hardship for him to go away, although occasionally he did 
visit Boston or New York to see some of "D.L.'s" meetings 
there, but he was always homesick and ready to return and 
seldom was he out of sight of his own chimney. He worked 
devotedly, never carried a watch, and it was told of him that 
once on a very bright moonlight night he awakened and decided 
that it was time to rise. He rose, dressed, went to the barn, 
got his team, went to the field and began his day's’ plowing. 
After plowing for some time he heard the clock in Stone Hall 
strike; it struck two o'clock! One quality was very like his 
brother's: George Moody could appreciate the special ability 
in any one person and place that person so his abilities were 
used to the best advantage. For example, among the men there 
was an Italian who knew the art of laying’ stones. He was’ the 
man from whom Mr. Moody called for the skill which he alone 
could give. 


We have not mentioned the spirituality of Uncle George, 
but rt was his strong, yes, his’ strongest quality. He 
possessed that inner compulsion which directed him in the doing 
of all life's smaller and apparently inconsequential duties, in 
such a way that they were transformed into a perfect service. 
Grandma Moody, at the time of her husband's death was a member 
of the Unitarian Church and received much help and comfort from 
the pastor at that time. The children were brought up in that 
faith, attending Sunday School and church, the long sessions in 
the morning with a noon hour when perhaps the boys went down 
the hill and played on the railroad track of the Central 
Vermont which passed at the foot of the hill, and again 
assembled in the afternoon for another somewhat length y 
sermon. In his manhood, George was a deacon at this church and 
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was such at the time when his brother, Dwight, returning from 
his experience in evangelism in Chicago, was asked to. preach. 
It was related that he chose for his text "the blood of Jesus 
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin" and it is said that 
at the close of the service the Unitarian minister (not the one 
who had been Grandma Boody's great friend in time of trouble), 
marta later one, said to him: “‘“the,blood of Jesus Christ ‘has 
memore. tO dO with your Sins than the blood of a chicken". 


The return of Mr. Moody to Northfield with the various 
meetings which he instigated and which he held created great 
interest in his work and there was formed a ‘Young Men's 
Christian Association. His brothers, George, as well as Edwin 
and Samuel, were active in this association. The experience 
which George had in this line brought him to the conviction 
that he should leave the Unitarian Church and come up and join 
the North Church which was an offshoot of the Unitarian 
Church. The oldest child Ambert, distinctly remembered the 
time when during the mid-week prayer meeting his father rose in 
the Unitarian Church and explained to his brethren there that 
he was leaving the church, giving the testimony of his 
experience and telling them why he was_ going. This episode 
created a deep impression on the mind of his son and was always 
one which he looked upon with pride. 


George Moody was always in his place in the church on 
Sunday. Always loyal to the responsibility of any office in 
the church and although not vocal in its meetings, what he did 
say was always listened to with interest and deep respect. It 
is interesting, perhaps, that in later years, two young people 
(a newly married couple) in talking about the embodiment of 
Christian living among those whom they knew decided that they 
would take a day or two and think about those who most vividly 
portrayed their ideal of Christlike living. When they came to 
consult and report to each other, both of them had chosen Uncle 
George. | ‘Never was aman more truly loved and revered, by’ his 
children than George Moody and certainly his memory is blessed 
among all those who knew him in this quiet village of 


Northfield. 


This Northfield, 80 beautifully located above the 
“terraced banks of the Connecticut," drew easily to its streets 
people of appreciation and means. Pe, "Was naturalrthat Mr. 


“Mooay’s associate, Mr. Ira D. Sankey, should purchase a home at 


the lower end of the town. Then Dr. George F. Pentecost, 

another well known minister and preacher purchased a large 
missionary tract or the Spring Memorial Gardens, given by Miss 
Melvina Spring as a memorial to her sister. The Seminary is 
trustee for this tract and the houses built thereon are for the 
use of missionaries who are at home on  Furlough. 1 Sap BE 
landscaped for twenty-seven cottages and it is hoped that 
friends may be induced to come and build cottages here in 
memory of friends. This place at that time was occupied by a 
large, three-story mansion with a small square lookout on the 
root; ypbuLrlt by°one’ of”"the carly mon~of the “town “who” “vied with 
his neighbor down the street as to who should have the largest 
house. This house wan occuplod by Dr. Pentecost and his = family 
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but soon after its purchase in the 90's it was leased to 
Captain ChoasDuncan who occupied it for a dozen for fifteen 
years. Captain Duncan was a world citizen. Having held large 
responsibilities in Brooklyn before he came here, he made this 
home a center of hospitality entertaining many summer’ guests 
and often speaking to audiences here about his experiences in 
commanding the ship which was the home of the expedition 
recorded in the book "Innocents Abroad" by Mark Twain. The 
name given there of the ship master is Captain Duncan and it 
was indeed our own Captain C. C. Duncan who lived and died 


here. He was aman of ability and genial spirit, and always a’ 


delightful companion in any company. 


Another large house, built on the corner of Main Street 
and Moody Street, was the home of Professor D. B. Towner of 
Chicago and Northfield. Here he lived and entertained, his 
aged mother taking part in the conferences every summer for a 
number of years, later owned by Mr. Moody's daughter, Emma 
Moody Fitt. 


It would be interesting to go back and recall the 
earliest days of the School. These, however, are recordej in 
a book by Mr. Henry W. Rankin which may be consulted in the 
library, so we shall take up the tale in 1888. Miss Hall*® the 
Principal, had come in 1883 when the School was four years 
old. Finding the School a handful of classes, she had made it 
into a School with courses so well planned and so well carried 
Out that any college which would accept a certificate from any 
meepatoOry school’ was’ glad to accept a certificate from 
Northfield. 


The house now known as_ Revell, which was the first 
recitation house, had been remodeled by Mr. Marshall as we have 
noted, and after his removal in the summer of 1889 the house 
was again enlarged and made sufficient for a dormitory, though 
housing only a small number of girls. The present Revell was 
much enlarged through the generosity of Mrs. Billings a number 
of years later. i 
th ("The Birth place ) 

Grandma Moody's house, at the top of the hill (with the 
meeadon room’ built for her” °by ~ner””™ son "D.L.", an addition 
giving her a fireplace anda bathroom, and a point of vantage 
f@rm which she could view the campus and around which the girls 
could gather to sing to her) shared, with Mr. Moody's house at 
the foot of the hill, the central interest of the campus. 
Always on holidays we gathered around Grandma Moody's room to 
sing to her and say goodbye before we started on Mountain Day 
or any other expedition. Her house was within bounds and we 
could go over at any time to creep into her sitting room, sit 
and talk or ask her questions about the old days. She welcomed 
alike the homesick girl, the sick teacher brought there to 
recuperate, or the well known world citizens who were her son's 
friends and who came to pay homage. 


* Evelyn Hall, coming soon after graduation from Wellesley 
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Mr. Moody found that he must do the greater part of his 
Bible study, preparation of addresses for his winter campaigns, 
while he was in Northfield during the summer. Wishing always 
to share things with his neighbors and perhaps also to try out 
his speeches, he would gather his neighbors into the dining 
room evenings, especially in August, to go through with them 
some of the Bible readings. Thus was the beginning of the 
Conferences. Mr. Moody wished always to gather in and share 
with the growing element in the community, especially his 
nephews and nieces and younger neighbors, all that was most 
precious to him. Consequently he enlisted the young people as 
ushers and helpers in the meetings. This service they gladly 
gave because at the close there was very apt to be a round 
table discussion at which ice cream was an inspiring number on 
the progran. 


The school was growing; the numbers’ were increasing. 
The charge for board and tuition was only $100 for the_ school 
year from early September to middle June. The cost was twice 
that amount so that $100 must be raised for every student who 
was enrolled in the seminary. Thus it was necessary to raise 
quite a sum of money. People were invited to the town and 
urged to come. One summer, the summer of 1887, there came to 
Mr. Moody a gentleman, Mr. Francis D. White of Baltimore, who 
said to him, "Mr. Moody, you should have a hotel." "Why", he 
said, “haven't you been comfortable?" "Yes", he said, "Yes". 
Accommodations at that time were a two-story building called 
the Loveland House at the south end of the street, scantily 
equipped, according to modern standards. *Yesity,, ssaid eMre 
White, "comfortable enough, but you have something here which 
is going to grow. You will need the support of Christian 
people, and you must have it. If people are to give they must 
know about it, and they must come here and see your work. And 
the sort of people who are going to be of aid to you will not 
be satisfied with a little hotel at the lower end of town nor 
will they wish to be your house guests. You need a hotel and I 
will give you the first $5,000 toward it." Thus the idea was 


placed in Mr. Moody's mind; he presented it to the trustees who. 


agreed with him, one and another giving $5,000, $10,000 or more 


thousand dollars until the amount was subscribed. The 
building, I believe, cost about $35,000. Mr. Moody was asked 
about the location and they said to him, "Of course you will 
put it down on the village street". "Indeed no," he said, "We 
shall not put in on the village street" and he indicated the 
place where it now’ stands. That site was really quite 


unlikely. It was a barren spot with nothing to commend it 
except the view. It was the site of a farm home which had been 
taken over. This farm, given to Mr. Moody by a woman who had 
found the attempt quite too much for her and therefore had 
abandoned it, was not a promising field for agricultural 
effort. The ground was not well cultivated nor fertilized so 
it was quite a discouraging proposition. However, Mr. Moody 
always considered the view when looking at any site and there 
was scarcely an eminence in the valley which commands ae fine 
view which was not known to him and from which he had not 
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looked to feast his eyes upon his beloved country. The hotel 
was located in this place quite in opposition to the best 
judgement of the trustees, but they said "We may as well let 
Mr. Moody have his way because he will have it anyway." Today 
as we feast our eyes upon the natural amphitheater on the south 
side of the house looking away to the lights of Hermon hill 
toward the horizon the southwest and to the outline of Mt. Toby 
in the south, Round Hill in the east and the line of our 
Franklin hills all about us, we see how well justified was Mr. 
Moody's choice of a location. 


The hotel was opened for use in 1888. Mr. Moody said - 


that new plaster, new walls and new rooms had no atmosphere; 
they had had no opportunity to absorb atmosphere; therefore, he 
invited to be his guests at the opening of the hotel a group of 
women whom he considered to be among the most charming women of 
his acquaintance. One of these was Professor Louise Manning 
Hodgkins who founded the Department of English Literature at 
Wellesley. She was a close friend of Mr. and Mrs Durant who 
founded Wellesley College and in 1878, when Mr. Moody was 
oft-times a guest in their home during his campaign in Boston 
that winter, Miss Hodgkins and Mr. Moody had come to be warm 
friends. Another guest was Mrs. Joseph Cook, wife of the 
renowned lecturer, and another was’ Margaret Bottome, the 
Originator and conductor of the Society of King's Daughters. 


‘Miss Hodgkins relates this story of Mr. Moody: One time as 


they sat in front of the fire at Mr. Durant's hospitable house, 
one in the group said to Mr. Moody "Do you feel Mr. Moody, that 
God tells you to do everything that you do?" He chuckled and 
replied, "There was a house which I passed on my way to work 
for a number of weeks and I wondered how about the people who 
lived there. Do you think they are Christians? This questions 
puzzled me for some time then I said ‘Well, no more of this' so 
I stopped at the door and rang the bell. Receiving no answer, 
iewerang:: again. Presently from the next house, a woman raised 
the window and called out, 'Mr., there ain't nobody living in 


. that house and there hasn't been for six months'". We always 
felt this was a type of honesty not found in all Christian 


workers. 


Mr. Moody was delighted in the hotel and in the 
Opportunity which it gave him to entertain the students, 
faculty and friends. At once there was gatherings from both 
schools to meet the friends who came from all parts of the 
world to visit him. It would be most interesting if one might 
begin at the opening and come down through the years, picking 
our the well-known, world-wide names from our register. 


The original hotel can still be found in the enlarged 
house which stands before us today. There were about 
twenty-seven bedrooms, the height was the same as at present, 
although the dining room has been considerably enlarged. The 
house ended at the west with two double parlors alike in size, 
surrounded by a_ verandah. This verandah has since been 
enclosed and makes our sun parlor. The first addition was 
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what was called the annex, a four-story building at the rear _ to 
the east connected merely by a sidewalk. This hyphen was later 
filled in and served as another dining room and an enlargement 


>t the kitchen, and over this was finally finished off one 


‘story of rooms. The first year or two they were not completely 


finished and were termed "Slat Alley", they were the home of 
the waitresses and chambermaids. Later they were finished and 
being connected with the annex formed the rooms which have for 
a number of years housed Seminary students who went over to. the 
school as day pupils. 


The trees surrounded the hotel, making it so attractive 
today were planted after the building was’ finished. Mr. Moody 
came down soon after the essentials of the building were 
completed and found the men putting a driveway to the south of 
the house. He said, "What are you doing?" "Oh" they said "we 
aceeejust,yputting in the driveway". eBut. Vou” "can 7b)" putea 
driveway there". "Oh" they said "we have to. This is the 
entrance to the house; you can't come in the front entrance to 
the house if you don't." "I don't care where you come in; you 
can't put a driveway there." Fancy today the disappointment of 
finding that beautiful vista broken by a driveway: How did Mr. 
Moody know all these things and how did he with all his busy 
life have time to oversee these details and keep the _ people 
here from making serious mistakes? 


During the winter of 89-90 Mr. Moody was holding 
meetings in Canada. At that time he met a Mr. Samuel Gregg, 
the proprietor of a hotel in London, Ontario. Mr. Gregg came 


Byto him and said "I have been greatly interested in your. work, 


9) 


Mmeeenmocdy,, and I would like, , if I may, to do anything that I 
can to help you. I haven't money to give but if there is 
anywhere that I can serve you I would be very glad to give my 
services for the summer." Mr. Moody responded "You are exactly 
the man we want. We have a hotel at Northfield; we have tried 
for two years to run it and we haven't made a success of it. 
Now, come down and show us how to run the hotel." Thus it came 
about that Mr. Gregg began his work at Northfield in June of 
1890, bringing with him his beautiful daughter, Miss Claire 
Gregg, and the saddle horses from their home. Mr. Gregg was a 
typical inglishman with his idea of English hospitality, and 
seconded by a housekeeper by the name of Mrs. Harwood, who’ was 
also English, they succeeded in putting into the house a very 
warm English atmosphere of courtesy and hospitality, and 
instilled a love of English breakfast tea in all their guests. 


That summer of 1890 was a momentous summer to the 
speaker*. Having finishes her junior year and attending church 
on the last Sunday before vacation, Mr. Moody accosted her and 
said "Sit down, Miss Wells." When he had finished with the 
person with whom he was talking, he came over and said "I would 
like to have you stay in Northfield and do work for me this 
summer. You girls here know my style better than any others 
and you know the illustrations which you have heard me use. I 
have books of illustrations through which I would 


* FWM was dictating this. 
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like to have you go through, marking those which you have never 
heard me use and which seem to you good. I can then go through 
the marked places saving a great deal of time, because I can 
never have time to do all the studying that I ought to do. If 
you will stay, I will send you to the hotel to board, give you 
enough for your laundry and a little more, and when the 
conferences come, you can take time to attend the meetings. Of 
course, they will be very much worth your while, and if there 
is any one who it would make you happy to have with you, I 
would like to know who it is. How about Miss Palmer?"** 


Of course, nothing could have pleased me better and _ such 
was the arrangement that was made. As soon as the school year 
closed, from East Hall Miss Palmer and I moved down to The 
Northfield.t I had never registered ina hotel before and it 
was Henry Bemis who was clerk at that time, a student at Mount 
Hermon. He came to Hermon from a town in the western part of 
the ‘county, and then went on to Lake Mohonk for further 
experience and later was drawn into the large system of the 
Flagler Hotels in Florida. At the time of Mr. Flagler's death, 
Henry was made President of the Flagler Association and he it 
was who managed the Royal Poincianna until it was razed and 
later built The Breakers on the ocean front to take the place 
of The Poincianna. Henry Bemis was our clerk that summer. and 
received his first hotel experience here at Northfield. 


The daily reading progressed quite calmly for a week for 
two and then Mr. Moody said "I would like to have you take Paul 
for two hours’ in the morning tutoring him in reading, spelling 
and arithmetic." This proved to be a very delightful 
experience and we were given permission at the end of the hour 
to take a drive together, so Paul was wont to take his pony = and 
cart and take me for a drive to Lover's Retreat or any of the 
other attractive drives about our Village. 


Presently the conference opened--the Young Men's 
Conference. It would take volumes to say all that should be 


written about the Young Men's Conference. To speak briefly of: 


Only this one: It was a World Conference. It met upstairs in 
Stone Hall in the room which was our chapel during the school 
year. John R. Mott, Robert E. Speer, Robert Wilder, and others 
of that date were among the leaders of the conference, and one 
could see them after a game of baseball throwing themselves 
down with their heels in the air and their notebooks under 
their noses discussing and going over the addresses which had 
been given. This was the only conference in existence at that 
time, I believe, and delegates were there from England, France 
and Sweden. At that time Bishop Soderblum was- one of the 
delegates and he said "I date my interest and dedication to 
Christian work and missionary work from the time that I 
attended the Student Conference at Northfield and came under 
Mr. Moody's influence and power.” During this conference Miss 
Palmer was the matron at Marquand and I shared a room with 
her. I used such time as I was not attending meetings to go to 
the home of Mr. Moody and direct folders for the newspapers 


** Millicent Palmer, late Mrs. Yarrow, mother of Harriet Yarrow. 


t The hotel was known as ‘The Northfield’ 
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Merete sent “our daily to the’ donors of the schools) At that 
time, Northfield conferences were front page news and the New 
York Tribune, Times, Springfield Republican and Boston papers 
gave much space to it. These were marked and mailed to donors 
and many of us were occupied in directing and folding, using 
Mmemeroody’s  “oWn library ‘as the ‘seat of “our efforts. The 
conference over, work was resumed through the summer until the 
feeeetecOnference was approaching. It was to” open on” Friday. 


The Friday before its opening, Mr. Moody came and said, "Miss 
Wells, I want you to take charge of Betsey Moody cottage for 
the conference. Betsey Moody is to be one of the better places 


for the conference where people may go who want just as_ good 
accommodations as they could get at The Northfield but desire 
to be much nearer to the buildings. Therefore, we shall have 
very nice people there: There will be Dr. and Mrs. Rainsford 
from London, Mr. and Mrs. H.K. Smiley from Lake Mohonk, Major 
Whittle and his wife and others, and I want you to take charge 
Oieit) Said Mr. Moody to Miss Wells. "Oh, Mr. Moody, I cannot 
fees Fo don't know anything about that. JI have no doubt about 
the quality of the people, but how could I assume such a 
responsibility as that?" Oh, =a Nerwservdy= Don ct mindsanvthing 
about that; go ahead and do what I tell you and I will ~be 
responsible. You had better go up Monday morning so you will 
know where the things are with which you will have to work." 
Monday came--I went to Betsey Moody. 


Outside the grounds were being graded by Mr. George F. 
Moody. One sank to one's ankles in brown dust if one attempted 


Poeeewalk “on it. Therefore, boards were laid down and by means 
of a stepladder one mounted to the porch at the east end of the 
house. Prieeetne first floor, “the + last Yor finishing Lrayer of 


floor was being laid by industrious carpenters who were also 
putting in touches here and there all over the house wherever 
they could find room to work. Women were washing windows and in 
general there was a scene of activity but not much organiza- 
tion. At that moment there drove up Ambert Moody, who jumped 
from his Concord wagon, came in and handed me a sheaf of bills, 
saying, "As the things are unpacked you should check these off 
Meee to be sure they were sent’ as ordered." The fittings and 
furniture for that house were all arriving--some from Emerson’s 
in Brattleboro, others from Boston, and at that time there was, 
as we all know, for each room a washstand and the august amount 
of china going therewith. There was also the kitchen equipment 
and a place to be found for all of the kitchen utensils. The 
temperature was very high, the humidity was higher and the days 
were very full. Hard as it is to believe, before nightfall 
Uncle George Moody had completed the grading and had seeded the 
ground about Betsey Moody. The rye which was a part of the 
seeding took root quickly and with the hot, steamy atmosphere 
which we had for several days, by Thursday night there was a 
little skim of green all over the lawn. 


The house gradually fell into order. It does not seem 
that I went to sleep any of those nights, but doubtless I did 
and by Thursday evening things seemed to be fairly well in 


hand. Then Mr. Moody came in and said, "Oh, I am disappointed. 
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The cooks came today from Boston, several crews, and the one 
for Betsey Moody was drunk. We sent him back. I suppose you 
Can’t have dinner here tomorrow." We replied, "Well, if soup 
and ice cream could be sent from East Hall I think we can 
manage the vegetables and meat." So on the following day, with 
the aid of the Hermon man who was my helper, Mr. Ed Moody, son 
of C.P. Moody, the tailor in the Village, we managed to put on 
a fairly creditable dinner, plus the ice cream and soup which 
Came §tO us from East Hall. At the close of the meal, Mr. 
Rankam Grove up from Mt. Hermon bringing a woman from that 
Semools wnO WwWaS wont to cook for a household of from 15 to 20 
people and who was a very good, homey cook. We went on happily 
for the rest of the vacation making change midway to another 
woman of equal ability. Thus we came through the _ conference, 
nobody perished, and Mr. Moody was not called upon to take care 
of any fatalities that fell by way. 


Then again we returned to the reading with Miss Palmer 
and the lessons with Paul until about the 20th of August. At 
that time Mr. Moody came into the hotel saying, "Well Miss 
Wells, I have something else for you to do. Mr. Gregg has been 
called home to London, Ontario, by complications in his_ own 
business; it is so late in the season that it is hardly wise to 
attempt to have him come back and, therefore, I am going to 
send my nephew, Ambert, down to take charge of the hotel. Mrs. 
Harwood, the housekeeper, will have to stay on through the 
winter taking charge of the house during the sessions of the 
Bible School and she needs a vacation, so the three weeks 
before school opens will just give you a chance to take over 
her work and give her the vacation she needs. Ambert will have 
to be out afternoons because he is getting the grounds and 
buildings ready for the opening of School; but with the housekeeping 
done in the morning, you can take charge of the office in the 
afternoon." Again, ba.sCood, aghast; isaying ,soMEaMoody.,. Lacanst 
do it; I have never known anything about a hotel and all I _ know 
Pee tnis is that I. shave lived here. for the last month." 
Moi enG. said, "Gom.On)  4ndesdo ) o8.ul. telly your Taba | be 
responsible for the results." 


Thus it was that in the third week of August, 1890* I 
found myself established in this hotel as housekeeper with 
Ambert Moody as manager. There was not a large attendance at 
that time. I think we had about seven elderly ladies as 
regular guests with transients coming and going. In those days 
the men took the milk pails and went down to the barn and milked 
the cows. They brought up the milk which the housekeeper 
strained into pans and put on the shelves in the cold room. In 
the morning the housekeeper went down, skimmed the cream 
from these pans, and got it ready for breakfast, attended to 
various other matters in the serving room as the trays went in 
and should there be an excess of guests and not’ enough 
Waitresses, took a table or two to wait upon herself. Those 
were the days when at breakfast one served beef steak or chops, 
and it was necessary always to be down for the early breakfast, 
for not matter how small the house count there was always some 
) person staying over night who had to take the early 5:45 train 
at South Vernon. It was, therefore, necessary to be sure that 
the cooks, who were of the city variety, and not altogether 
reliable, did not give them cold beef steak or warmed up coffee. 


*at 19 years of age 
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However, the days passed very happily. It was soon 
learned that we could get the work done by a very pleasant 
ruse, or at least so our guests thought. We had plenty of 
horses and carriages and we had the drivers at the _ stable. 
Therefore, we invited these ladies to go for a drive free of 
expense and with the horses and one man, we could send the 
guests off, giving them a long and delightful drive, and we 
would have plenty of uninterrupted time whi!e they were gone to 
accomplish the necessary work. Never satisfied, without using 
the best possible strategy to make the attendance at the hotel 
good, Ambert Moody got out a circular headed "Ten Reasons Why 
You Should Spend the Month of September in Northfield". These 
were very cogent and valid reasons and the folders were mailed 
to all the places in the White Mountains. Tnis @broughtys inewa 
little time, quite a considerable number of guests so that the 
house was fairly well filled and still, somehow, we managed 
with the depleted help. At the end of the season students were 
always wishing to get away to get ready for the new year of 
school, but we managed even without them to get’ through 
creditably. Thus the season ended happily and I returned to 
East Hall for my senior year, and thus it was that I was thrown 
into an interest in the Northfield Hotel and into companionship 
with Ambert Moody. This companionship was resumed, on a 
permanent basis, in June of 1894 and for forty-three years we 
continued our mutual interest in The Northfield Hotel. 


(Something is omitted here--probably about the Bible 
Training School housed in the hotel) 


This work was done in connection with the Congregational 
Church and partially supervised by the pastor at that time, 
Reverend Silas P. Cook, who was most enthusiastic over this 
method of reaching the rural areas. It proved indeed an 
experience of value for many. The little settlement of Moore's 
Corner had been without religious services of any kind for 
years and through the efforts of two or three of the students 
in those early days, meetings were held and interest was 
aroused; the church was’ formed which continues to this day. 
‘All this was before the church at Mount Hermon was built in 
1898. The corner stone of the East Northfield Church.was laid 
in June of 1888, the same week that the hotel was opened and 
that Talcott Library was dedicated. When completed, this 
church was the scene of many wonderful experiences. The 
Seminary Girls were seated on the floor, together with the 
families of the village; the Mount Hermon boys were seated in 
the gallery; the choir was packed in on the platform back of 
the pulpit where there was no pipe organ in those days and 
there were usually two pianos or a piano and a reed organ. The 
music, led by Professor Philips, was of a high order. 
Northfield has had many fine musicians: leaders and teachers, 
but as one who has had experience in music and has_~ studied 
widely has said, "Never have we had anyone who excelled 
Professor Philips". The boys from Hermon in the gallery would 
come in on the chorus after the girls had sung the versas and 
then there was a children's choir which occupied the two front 
rowsfin the gallery at the rear. 
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This church was the scene of the graduation of the class 
of 1889 for its first use and has continued until the present 
time. However, since the withdrawal of the Mount Hermon boys 
ietoo?) and of the Seminary girls in. 1930, the village) church 
Nas;| been very lonely. The church was the scene of the wedding 
of Miss Emma Moody, May 16, 1894 and of her brother, Willian, 
to Miss Mary Whittle in August of the same year. It was there 
that we gathered for the memorial service for Grandma Moody on 
@uevenuary afternoon in 1896. Within » the sun streaming in 
through the south windows we shall never forget Mr. Moody as_ he 
BEOOd at;-his mother's bier and paid to her the heartfelt 
tribute of ,love and reverence for her. Many, many, many are 
the times that we have listened to Mr. Moody's words from that 
pulpit and to the wonderful music which he so loved. He was a 
monotone and could not sing but no one loved music more than he 
and no one understood better its influence on an audience. He 
Knew how to use it until his audience came into the state where 
he could reach them most strongly and he loved certain 
selections for which he was wont to call. 


At the opening of this year of 1888 when Northfield 
Seminary was nine years old, we find Northfield minus many of 
the conveniences which we now have. There was no post office 
at the north end of town; there was no East Northfield. The 
mail was brought to the lower end of the town in proximity of 
the Northfield Station which was much used although many _ found 
it more convenient to arrive at South Vernon which was the 
station of the Connecticut River road across the river from 


) Northfield and just on the boundary line, half of the station 


being in Massachusetts and half in Vermont. Since there was 
already a West Northfield there and we had to have a name for 
the post office and wishedto call it "Nomeitield ; East 


Northfield seemed to be the only recourse because one could not 
say “North Northfield". Thus the post office came and _ was 
housed in the dry goods' side of the double store built by H. 
R. Crowell who moved here from Bernardston. Lt hadwralmeline 
which included everything from hymn books’ to shingle nails: 
Clothing, dress goods, candy, a full line of groceries, boots 
and shoes, and still room was found for the post office. The 
first postmistress was Julia Walker, the daughter of Cornelia, 
the second child and elder daughter of Grandma Moody. The work 
was mostly done by her brother, Samuel Walker, who had 
graduated from Mount Hermon and was not yet twenty-one, and 
therefore, could not be appointed postmaster, but with his 
Sister carrying the official title, Sam did most of the work. 


There was no building in the block below what is now 
Revell; there was no coffee shop or drug store on the corner to 
the south; there was no large Merriman cottage on the east side 
of the road; and, of course, no garage on the west, but’ the 
house now occupied by Dr. True was at that time occupied by 
William Alexander who was a contemporary and lifelong friend of 
George Moody; indeed they were both rivals’ for the hand of 
Julia Johnson who was George Moody's first wife. Mr. Alexander 
had a large family of whom the preponderance were girls and 
thus, with George Moody's six girls, it is easy for us to. see 
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how Mr. Moody had a sense of concern for the education of these 
many girls who had nothing available to them beyond the very 
feet rerent education. in the ungraded district ‘school. Et 
there should arise among the girls in the Seminary a need for a 
new pair of rubbers or any similar article, it was a long 2 1/2 
miles down to the the lower end of the street to the Parsons' 
store where such a need might be supplied. Therefore one might 
take in an envelope to the office of Stone Hall a dollar, write 
upon the envelope her name and the size of a pair of rubbers 
which she wished, and when eventide came, she would find there 
the package with her rubbers and the change in the envelope. 
This had been accomplished through the service of a tall, very 
interesting young man with black mustache. He was Herbert 
Parsons, the son of the proprietor of Parsons' store; later he 
became probably the leading Unitarian layman in the State of 
Massachusetts, head of the truancy work for all the state, and 
a most useful, gifted, large-hearted and philanthropic 
gentleman. He was the author of the very interesting history 
of Northfield called "“Pilgr’m Outpost" for indeed Northfield 
waS an outpost. At the time of its settlement it was the first 
town north of Deerfield. There was nothing to the north of us 
until one reached Canada. There was nothing to the west until 
one reached Troy; nothing to the east until one came to 
Groton. Thus you see it was veritably an outpost and the _ story 
has been ably told by Mr. Parsons in his’ book published 


recently. 


At the lower end of town one found Parsons's store and 
the Webster store, the Webster being on the west side of the 
street near the location of the present Atlantic and Pacific 
building. There was no Belcher fountain, there was no Webster 
block; it was alla very quiet and rural village. The streets 
were probably graveled but still there had been no treatment 
which was at all adequate and even as late as 1902 in mud time 
in April the wheels of the two-seated surrey would sink to the 
hubs in places in the lower street. Indeed as late as 1904 it 


was true that Mr. Ernest Field, for many years a selectman of 


the town, desiring to attend a_ silver wedding in Northfield 
which was considered an event so important that it justified a 
large effort to be present, decided to drive from his house in 
Northfield Farms down to Millers Falls thereby gaining a _ good 
hard road surface to Greenfield, and then following the 
Greenfield Road, he came to Northfield by that means. 


' Attending this event, he said to the bridegroom "I wouldn't 


have done it for everybody". 


The Central Vermont Railway came through Northfield 
about 1855 or 56 and at that time its construction brought 
quite a number of men who came from Ireland. Some of these 
remained in the village and in the years following, soon after 
"79 and the ‘80's, they became employees of the Northfield 
penooL for Girls. There were outstanding characters among 
these men and men of faithfullness, integrity, and loyalty who 
served many, many years until too old to give their service 
longer, but were greatly appreciated and loved by the Seminary 


personnel. 
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At the time when the Catholics were building their 
church which is a mission of the church in Turners 1B PO Bet 
Moody made a contribution to the Organ. He said he thought it 
was better if they were going to have music to have good music 
and this contribution of his was very greatly appreciated. In 
later years, in 1888 and '89, when the north church was being 
built, these same Irish men turned in with their horses and 
wagons and hauled stone for the north church. Thus pleasant 
relations were maintained, and in (recent years when the 
Catholic Church required a renewal and improvement of the organ 
again contributions were made by many of the friends from the 
north end of town who had ties with the old days when the 
former mutually helpful arrangement had been made. 


7 One would like to dwell upon such characters as Tom 
Grace, Cornelius O'Keefe, Tom Quinlan and others of those 
staunch men of the early days; James Campbell who came to be 
Mr. Schell's right hand man, and Jack Grace served most 
acceptably at the chateau; David Dale, Billy Dale and many 
mothers who served the schools and the town. 


In those early days there was always a rivalry between 
the north and the south end of the _ town. The line of 
demarcation was the Warwick Brook which flows just below the 
_Site of the North Church. It was not considered good form for 
boys from down street to come up street to court the girls, nor 
vice versa, and if such were brave enough to venture in to the 
foreign territory, they were never safe from tomatoes or_ such 
pelting until they had recrossed the dividing stream. Great 
tales are told of the jokes which were played upon them in 
various instances. 


The church which I found here, when I came in 1888, was 
the old Congregational Church which stood upon'the site of the 
present garage of Ross’ Spencer. It was given up, of course, 
when the new church was ready in 1889 and was later acquired by 
the Sons of Veterans and was often used as a community house. 
It) burned one night, after having been used for ae social 


affair, and later the site was acquired by the Spencer 
brothers. This church was an old-fashioned building with what 
was called a "show case", choir spaces on either side of the 


@eerorm in the front. It was not very large and during the 
August conference times it was not large enough for the crowd 
On Sundays. Therefore, Mr. Sankey's organ would be taken out 
Of the church on to the porch and the speakers would go out and 
stand on the porch while the audience was seated in the street 


across from them. The street then, as now, was ten rods wide 
and would often be filled with the audience listening to these 
addresses and to the music. It was from this point that Mr. 


Sankey sang "The Ninety and Nine" at the time when it reached 
the man seated on the porch of his house across the river a 
mile away over in the West Northfield district. 


To this church I went for one year and a half before we 
were able to go into the new church and at that time the boys 
came from Mount Hermon to join us in the service. I cannot 
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remember being terribly crowded and yet I cannot now think how 
we were all packed into that building. None who attended the 
new church will ever forget the way in which the voices’ rang 
out on a song which Mr. Moody had discovered, an arrangement of 
the song which began "He lives and loves, our Saviour King" and 
the schorus was ("His Mercy Flows in Endless Stream, To All 
Eternity the Same, To All Eternity, To all Eternity the same." 
When the girls had sung the verses and the boys came in on this 
strong chorus from the gallery above, it made an impression 
Which» came back to one for years; in time of stress or 
temptation one could always hear that song. Mr. Moody would 
choose one song which he would use over and over again for 
quite a time. Orlerso£t “these -fwas;))*"I do not'vask” for “earthly 
store beyond a day's supply: I only covet, more and more a 
clear and single eye; to see my duty face to face, and trust 
the Lord for daily grace" and then the chorus "Then shall my 
heart keep singing, while to the cross I cling." At almost 
every meeting during some part of the service this song would 
be called for. Another one that Mr. Moody especially loved and 
wished sung as a solo was "One sweetly solemn thought comes’ to 
me o'er and o'er; I am nearer home today that I've ever been 
before". Sophie Brooks, who was in the class of ‘'91 but left 
before graduation to teach music at Mount Hermon was the one 
usually called upon to sing this during her stay in the School. 


It was to this church on that day, the last week before 
January 1900, that we wound slowly in the December sunshine for 
the last service in memory of Mr. D. lL. Moody. The bier was 
borne by relays of Mount Hermon boys; the church was filled, 
flowers crowded every spare corner. It was a beautiful sunny 
day and the sun shone through cracks in the little folding 
blinds which shaded the upper windows of the church. Many were 
the addresses that were made: John Wanamaker was present, 
Arthur T. Pierson and many, many more were here for that 
service. The hotel was opened in order to receive the guests 
and after the evening meal the trustees of the Schools gathered 
for a meeting together. It seemed as though this wonderful 
work could not go on and yet they said, "God calls the workers 
home but the work remains, and we as_ trustees would be 
faithless to our duty did we not carry on." Therefore they 
voted to take the measures to go on with the work just as they 
had planned for the _ year. At the close of the Schools 
Trustees' meeting the trustees of the Northfield Hotel gathered. 


On the morning of the day that Mr. Moody had passed, 
Ambert Moody was to have gone to Hartford to sign the contract 
for the new large addition at the western end of the old main 
building. Because of Mr. Moody's serious illness he did not 
go; therefore, at this meeting this matter was considered and 
after these men had stood in a circle with their arms upon each 
other's shoulders’ and prayer had been offered, they voted to go 
on and to send Ambert Moody to sign the contract. This was 
done and the building was so speedily completed that much of it 
was used during the following August. 
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Pursuing the history of the church, we recall that in 
the summer of 1898 there was built at Mount Hermon the memorial 
chapel. Beeends® in tEngland,.srealizing)ethat thMr.ueMoody was 
approaching his sixtieth birthday, decided it would be nice to 
give him, as a birthday gift, a chapel for Mount Hermon 
campus. They, therefore, raised 3,000 pounds or about $15,000, 
which they sent to America with the hope that America would 
raise an equal sum and that for about $30,000 a good chapel 
could be built. It was found, however, even at that time that 
$30,000 was not sufficient so it was necessary for people in 
America to raise considerably more. However, the chapel was 
started, built from stone from the hillside almost directly 
across from the Mount Hermon chapel. It was carted over during 
the winter when they could cross the ice. The building was in 
memory of Mr. Moody but when the tablet was made to be put’ up 
in the vestibule his name was mentioned and therefore it had to 
be made over because "it was a place for the glory of God", and 
he would not have his name placed in the bronze letters there. 
Because of the stringency of funds, the inside of the _ chapel 


was not worthy of the outside. It was finished in hard 
southern pine. The pews were not particularly churchly; they 
were not too well formed, and when a speech was long or _ the 
boys restless, the seats creaked most unmercifully. The 


platform was political convention style, the organ was’ placed 
up in the center (a very good organ, the gift of the Misses 
Stokes of New York) but there were various platforms and 
divisions which detracted from the churchly atmosphere. 
Therefore, when the School was fifty years old, it was a very 
fitting thing that we should have a new interior; the present 
very beautiful and churchly interior which was the gift t! two 
former students. The money for this was provided by Wilfred 
Frye, who had been a member of the class of '96, but obliged to 
leave before graduation because of the death of his’ father. He 
had been in Y.M.C.A. work and in various ways had supported his 
mother and the home. Later on he achieved wealth and _ position, 
Marrying Miss Ayer, the daughter of Mr. N. W. Ayer, of perhaps 
the largest publicity firm in our country. For the remodeling 
of our chapel Mr. frye gave the money and another Hermon Man, 
Ralph Doane, an architect from Boston and member of the class 
of 1914, had the inspiration and the vision to formulate the 
present interior. Because Mr. Moody had so insisted upon 
height, looking always towards good ventilation, 3 Be was 
possible when these two men came to remodel the chapel for them 
to place within the walls the best expression they knew of 
devotion and reverence. Thus it seems that could we all 
understand Mr. Moody's planning for our thought and religious 
experience we too would find in it space for all that life 
needs of aspiration and devotion. 


In 1899, the year after the chapel was completed, the 
Mount Hermon church was formed, interdenominational and 
embracing interest in all the former students who have gone 
throughout the world into mission work and Christian service. 
Thus from the Northfield church were drawn those members who 
had been living at Mount Hermon and making the trip each Sunday 
to worship in the northfield church. 
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Throughout the years after the auditorium was built and 
used for the large services of the August conference, it was 
customary for Mr. Moody to plan for post conference meetings. 
These were held in the village church where the smaller number 
of those who might remain in the village and on the ridge might 
enjoy the services of one or two of the noted. speakers. It 
might be G. Campbell Morgan of England or it might be the 
Reverend F. B. Myer of London who gave a series in some line 
which they had _ selected. These services | always held in the 
Northfield church and thus it was in use for most of the 
daytime services in the portion of August after the campus had 
elosed. One of the plans made by Mr. Moody to bring the 
services of the church within reach of the rural areas was 
church wagons. These were large, simple, bus~-like wagons, 
sometimes with a cover, sometimes without, which were sent out 
EG Sthe © various districts, to: the Farms, -No. 3, No. 9, West 
Northfield, Barber District, etc., kept by some of the farmers 
there and on Sunday his team would bring the wagons down 
picking up as they came along all those en route who cared to 
come for the service. These church wagons were called into 
service for various occasions. Usually during the August 
conference there would be one day when the conference would go 
over to Mount Hermon,thus bringing the School before the minds 
and thoughts of those attending the conference. In the days 
before the building of the Bennett Meadow Bridge, this was a 
considerable task. One must either go the longer route, by way 
of the toll bridge which ran underneath the Central Vermont 
Railroad Bridge or down across Bennett Meadow waiting his turn 
on the old ferry which was pulled across on a guy line of wire 
strung from one shore to the other. With the heat and the dust 
it required something of interest and enthusiasm to get’ the 
group over there, but some way these pilgrimages never failed. 


Perhaps a word may be in order about the laying of the 
cornerstone of the church in East Northfield. It was laid on 
Saturday evening June 2, 1888. Mr. D. L. Moody presided and 
there was interest ina letter which was read from Daniel L. 


- Gifford, a Missionary under appointment by the Presbyterian 


Board for Korea. He was a grandson of Sarah A. Lyman, the only 
surviving constituent member of the church, which was formed in 
1825. The song was sung "There Shall be Showers of Blessing" 
and scriptures were read by Mr. Jewett of Hartford. Prayer was 
offered by Henry M. Moore, business layman of Boston, than whom 
there never waS a more loyal friend of Mr. D. L. Moody or a 
more earnestly evangelistic Christian. The list of articles in 
the cornerstone was read by Professor Sawyer, the headmaster at 
Mount Hermon, and the address was given by Mr. H. L. Hastings 
of Boston from the text I. Peter 2:4-6. The stone was then 
laid by Reverend T. J. Clark who for fourteen years was pastor, 
giving the history of the formation and growth of the church. 
When the tackle had been removed Mr. Sankey mounted the stone 
and sang "The Ninety and Nine". Mr. Moody followed telling how 
the words of this song were once used by God for the conversion 
of a man sitting on his verandah a mile away across the river. 
The meeting closed with the doxology and the benediction by Mr. 
D.'.L.. Moody. 
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The second of June, 1888, was thus a red letter day for 
Northfield having seen the dedication of Talcott Library, the 
Seemeng of the ,Northfield,,Hotel,, and. the,slaying OF the 
cornerstone of the new building for the Congregational Church 
at the north end. 


Referring again to the tedious da ftigualey of 
transportation between Northfield School and Mount Hermon, it 
was ten years from this time in 1889, before the bridge across 


the Bennett Meadow was completed. This was accomplished 
through the contribution of the towns abutting and using it, 
county and state funds. During the summer’ we had used the 


ferry; during the winter we crossed on the ice; during fall. and 
spring when neither methods was advisable the resource we had 
was the old toll bridge. One turned off just below the 

site of the present Congregational Church, just below the 

, beautiful new bridge built in recent years, to a winding and 
oftimes muddy road down past the old creamery to the railroad 
bridge. Here underneath the railroad tracks there was a lower 
story which served those who wished to cross with horses and 
other vehicles. The toll was paid at the farther end where a 
small dwelling house called the "toll house” was occupied by 
Mes ana Mrs. Ed Smith. They were the parents of Sam, the 
present occupant of the brick house on Main Street which was 
built by D. L. Moody's father, Edwin Moody. 


In the days when we went over to Mount Hermon in large 
Muses Or barges, as we called them, for our visits to the 


PrOther school, our driver was frequently Mr... Ed Smith, always. 


popular with the girls. Mrs. Smith took the toll and when the 
Pegi ee:O0 p.m. arrived, .,.putwiouts» thes jlLights. After 
that there was no charge for toll. To be in the bridge when a 
train went over was quite an experience. Many of the horses 
were trained to the experience and behaved very well; new ones 
had various expedients to which they resorted. Sometimes they 
lay down in the harness, sometimes they ran and had to be 


skillfully guided at the farther end so as not to crash into. 


the heavy stone abutment which faced the bridge. 


Soon after 1900 it became evident that the bridgé would 
have to be renewed and there was considerable agitation as to 
whether the travel bridge might be separated from the 
railroad. Mr. Schell had come to Northfield in 1890 and had 
had sad experiences when his country wagon was being driven 
through the bridge. He greatly dreaded having to use that 
method of crossing the Connecticut and when the question came 
up before the town of renewing that combination bridge, Ambert 
Moody, who knew Mr. Schell quite well and had done much in the 
way of business transactions for him, realized Mr. Schell's 
dislike of the old bridge under the railroad track. 
Accordingly, as he also remembered Mic meSche Eiits Gegreat 
admiration for the English and for their institutions and 
memorials, he recalled having seen in England memorial 
bridges. Since Mr. Schell's parents had died recently, Ambert 
Moody approached Mr. Schell with the proposition that he might 
like to give a new bridge to the town as a memorial to his 
father and mother, saying that he had seen such bridges in 
England and felt that they were avery beautiful and lasting 
memorial. This seemed to please Mr. Schell's fancy. He and 
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Mrs. Schell discussed the question and Mrs. Schell said, "Well, 
we have often given as much as $32,000 in one year, why not put 
iteeeeo.one place for once and let it~ count” for’ something?" 
ince $32,000 was the figure which had been named at that time 
“Jas the probable cost of the bridge. After some consideration 
Mr. Schell decided to give it. However, when the bridge was 
undertaken and he found that there were no pleasing stone piers 
at either end as one approached the bridge, he added a 
considerable amount to the cost in order to provide the 
beautiful stone approaches on either side of the bridge. 


The matter of accepting the bridge, of course, had to be 
brought up at the town meeting, as all highways and lanes, 
etc., had to be accepted, and there was considerable discussion 
of this matter. There were even votes in the town not to 
accept the bridge. It would, of course, bring more trade and 
more travel to the East Northfield station which at the same 
time would be subtracted from the old Northfield station and 
one good staunch brother of the Uniterian Church, at the lower 
end of the town, arose in the town meeting and said "Well, as 
far as I can see you folks down here have been growling for 
years because the Moody horses’ kicked up so much dust in the 
streets. Now it seems to me you are growling because you are 
afraid they won't kick up the dust in the streets anymore." 
Thus in 1906 the new travel bridge was provided for the _ town 
through the gift of Mr. Schell. He said he desired no opening 
ceremony, no special dedication. When it was done he would 
like to have the people just begin to use it. 


» Since we are speaking of Mr. Schell, perhaps we might 
say a word about his coming to the village of Northfield. It 
was in 1890, Mr. Moody had been holding meetings in New York, 
and had become acquainted with Mr. Schell and his’ father, Mr. 
Robert Schell. Mr. Francis Schell said to Mr. Moody that he 
would like to come up and visit Northfield and Mr. Moody said, 
"Go ahead; when you get there ask for my nephew, Ambert Moody, 
and he will give you a place." He said, "I don't wish to. stay 
at the hotel" but Mr. Moody assured him that Ambert would find 
him a house, which, of course, he did. 


Highland Avenue at that time was not interrupted cligh apm arayehe 
of the hotel but went straight on down the hill through to the 
street below, and on the right hand side at the crest of the 
hill there stood twin houses; one, practically as it is 
externally today, is the one which stands within the stone wall 
north of the hotel, owned by the hotel and for some time 
occupied by Professor Dickerson while he was principal of the 
Northfield School for Girls, so it is commonly known as 
Dickerson place, or sometimes referred to as the "Thompson 
place" because it was previously owned by Mrs. Thompson. It 
was Mrs. Thompson, through her adopted daughter, who improved 
the place, putting the stone wall about it, putting in the dam 
which makes the little pond and making considerable improvement 
Within the house. At one time there was a windmill tower above 
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an artesian well which was just north of the site of the old 
tennis court which is on the east of the house now scarcely 
discernible. This artesian well was supposed to have ae frost 
proof “high in its structure, but the water never showed a very 
desirable condition when analyzed and the frost proofed _ tank 
Hever Siwas really frost proof so it was later given up. This 
was the lower of the two houses. The upper one was’ the _ one 
Which Mr. Schell rented in 1890 and occupied with great delight 
that year. He enjoyed the view so greatly that he said "I wish 
to own it and I want no one else ever to have this house. I 
want it for myself; the view is most beautiful. Tek nOWseet OL mel 
have seen lovely views all over Europe." Hence he purchased 
the house and then thinking if I could only get out of this 
window and up a little higher, I would get a wider and more 
beautiful view, he built on an addition--I think a = four-story 
addition, largely brick, on the south side in order to secure a 
higher vantage point and wider view. This gave his house a 
Capacity of about forty rooms and yet he was not satisfied. 


In 1900 he was in Europe and received word of his 
father's death. His father was one of four brothers. He was 
Robert; there was a brother Augustus; another brother, Richard 
and another Edward, and among these brothers there were only 
two sons: Robert's son, Francis and Edward's’~ son, Edward. 
Edward died, shortly after being married, leaving no_ children. 
- Hence it was to Francis Schell that the fortunes of these 
Schell brothers came and he decided that now he would have the 
thing he had always wanted. He said, "I care nothing about a 
yacht, I care nothing about horses excepting a driving team, I 
care nothing about many things which wealthy men do care for, 
but the one thing that I do want and have always wanted is a 
lovely country place. Now I shall have it and I shall have it 
in the place where the view suits me perfectly, one of the most 
beautiful views that I have ever seen, In Northfield." 
Accordingly, he secured the services of the architect Bruce 
Price, the many who had planned for George Gould his house at 
Asheville, North Carolina, called Biltimore, and with him the 
' chateau was'7 planned. It is not copied from any special French 
chateau. Of course, the chateau country must necessarily 
influence anyone who builds chateaus but Bruce Price never 
copied any chateau as we are told by his daughter, Emily Post. 
However, he did make these plans for Mr. Schell. Mr. Schell 
never saw the house until it was all completed. He said, "I 
would like a room of this size here, and a hallway of such 
proportions running through the house from east to west and 
meren to south." He said he would have an interlaced spiral 
staircase; he had seen one in an English house which he _ greatly 
admired. All these things were put in and of course there was 
much waste space because of the deviously winding halls and 
stairways. In order to secure Mr. Schell's chief desire, a 
view, the house was set up upon three stories of masonvury. 
Underneath the terrace there is one floor completely above 
ground which contains store rooms, servant's dining room, 
kitchens, etc. Beneath this there is a cellar where there may 


es be found boilers and other things usually found in ae cellar, 
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but below this there is still another story of masonry covered 
Mees OLGeCr to set the house up; hence. it is really. seven 
stories. 


The garden which, as one looks upon it from the terrace, 
is called a “sunken garden" is not at all a sunken garden; it 
is the old level of the garden when the old house stood upon 
Slemieet. Mre. Schell laid out this .garden and planned, its 
setting when the house, which Mr. Schell found there in 1890, 
was still standing. In order to secure the height, Mr. Schell 
had put down across the pasture below the present hotel ground 
a track over to the side hill, across where Birnam Road now is, 
all of which land he owned, and with a number of skows and an 
engine and eighty Italians shoveling, the hill was brought 
across the valley and put up to set up the house. All of the 
ground over which one walks entering from the end of Highland 
Avenue is made land and is considerable higher than the old 
level. 


The reason for closing the road was that after Mr. 
Schell's chateau was completed he desired to have more space in 
front of the house. Accordingly, having moved the house _ which 
was built by Mr. Henry W. Rankin, which stood just south of the 
present little golf house, up Highland Avenue so that it stands 
now on the south east corner of Aldrich Street and Highland 
Avenue, Mr. Schell asked from the hotel permission to move. the 
road out and have it join the old road further down the hill, 
thus giving him more space in front of his house. Ambert Moody 
talked with him about how much it would cost and then said "If 
the town would allow you to close that road would you _ be 
willing to give the town the cost of your proposed changes in 
the road?" He said, "Yes, I would gladly give them more; I 
would give them $5,000." Accordingly, Ambert Moody brought 
this before the town. The offer was accepted, Mr. Schell paid 
the $5,000 which the town used to open up Birnam Road and Mr. 
Schell absorbed that land into his own place and closed _ the 
road to the public. 


He had at that time a very good dam built down near the 
beautiful new bridge on the state road just below the church. 
This damned up the Warwick Brook and made a small _ lake 


about three-quarters of a mile long. He had a little electric 
launch which his friends enjoyed with him upon that lake and 
many a time we have gone in that launch underneath the present 
bridge down beside the present swimming pool. Thitss pooljas of 
course, was made much later, after the hotel had acquired the 


Schell property. 


Mr. Schell desired to be secluded from the _ public. He, 
therefore, had a great many trees and shrubs planted around the 
edges of the property, things which he trusted would grow 
quickly and form a shelter, adding to this, but not to its 
beauty, was a picket fence. It was half again as high as any 
picket fence should be and it was painted dark red. This 
became rusty red as the years went by and was somewhat of an 
irritation to the general public. Mr. Schell's plan, when he 
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put it up, was to replace that fence with a nice stone wall, 
and when he had further improved the grounds to make them a 
show place, opening them to the public on certain days. AU gla fel 
however, was never accomplished. 


Mr. Schell's family consisted of himself and his wife. 
gney were accustomed to have a small number of house guests 
when they were at Northfield. They came usually in June and 
stayed until the autumn coloring had _ fallen. Usually: there 
were from four to eight guests. Frequently among the group was 
a clergyman, perhaps Bishop Sabine of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church in New York who had been Mr. Schell’s pastor, or Mrs. 
Schell's cousin, the Reverend Tabor Knox of Warwick, New York, 
or the former pastor of the American Church in Paris.in the Rue 
de Berri. Thus he was provided with a clergyman to conduct’ the 
service which he usually had on Sunday afternoon at four 
S elockinin «the chapel. Frequently, Mr. George C. Stebbins 
would be the person.’ present to play the organ for him and 
various people were asked to sing. Guests of the hotel were 
usually welcomed and often times at the close of the _ service, 
if they expressed interest in the house, they were allowed to 
be shown through the house by some one of the guests. 


The round, formal dining room with its beautiful mantel 
Piece and the mirrors over which golden roses flower and leaves 


clamber, was the scene of many happy occasions. There were 
various sized pine tops which were placed upon this table 
according to the number of guests present. The largest number 


of guests, I think, ever seated at one time was twenty-six, a 
luncheon party, and Mr. and Mrs. Schell were most gracious 
hosts. Mrs. Schell loved also, with Mr. Schell, to play jokes 
upon the guests. I remember one time, when my husband and I 
were present, he was very much interested in seeing, after the 
butler had set down his soup plate, that the soup still moved 
back and forth across the plate in a small tide. He thought 
that the butler had set it down too quickly so he _ steadied it 
with his hand, got it quite quiet, and then looked away. When he 
glanced down again, the soup was still swishing across the plate. 
Then he saw that Mrs. Schell was watching him and caught a gleam in 
her eye and realized that she was doing it; there was a tiny rubber 
pipe which ran underneath the cloth and a bulb under his plate; her 
hand made connections in such a way that she was rocking the plate. 


The dinners were always formal, many courses; soup, 
fish, entrees, main roast, salad, and dessert with coffee in 
the drawing room. They were served with formality and grace. 
Mr. Schell would never sit down to a table where there were 
thirteen and many a time had Michael, the coachman who came 
from New YOrk, hired with the horses from the stable in New 
York, come up to my house with a note. Mr. Schell's writing 
was not easily read but by the time I had deciphered it I 
learned that if I did not come back with Michael there would be 
tiirteen at’ the ¥ table and =~ Mr “Schell * could “not ~ sit ~ down. 
Therefore, Michael would not take "no" for an answer, "whether 
my family were deserted or no matter what they suffered, I must 
come." 
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Mr. Schell did not own a car but he enjoyed with keen 
delight any motor trip. When one was a guest of the house, one 
rose at one's convenience, came down to the breakfast room 

ich was the south east room on the parlor floor where the 
putler would give you your breakfast. Then your time was your 
own until two o'clock when you met your host and hostess’ for 
lunch. Then the afternoon was planned: sometimes a motor trip 
to Northampton where we went to a waffle shop for waffles. 
(Mr. Schell said the trip was optional but the waffles were 
required, and then he dearly loved telling the chauffeur, on 
the quiet, “Just go home by way of Fitchburg,” so we never knew 
when we might arrive at home. Those were the days when there 
were blow-outs and flat tires and when there were not always, 
easily at hand, means of repair. Sometimes the party would be 
stranded and have to spend the night in some little hotel. 
Great was Mr. Schell's glee over this; it was such an 
adventure. Always he was able to telephone home to Mrs. Schell 
to set her mind at ease because Mrs. Schell did not enjoy 
motoring. She usually had one cousin left at home with her for 
company. 


Then if one returned safely in time for dinner, guests 
were usually asked in to add sociability to the occasion. The 
dinner hour was usually 7:30 and guests would arrive at that 
time. Mrs. Schell would greet us in the long hall with great 
-courtesy and dignity and say "Mr. Schell will be here very 
soon; he is’ shaving." One could glimpse now and then a butler 
going through the wings with a pitcher of hot water and after 

n hour possibly Mr. Schell would descend at half past eight or 

arter of nine, having shaved, and we found the evidence in 
his appearance, much as _ though he had been meeting a German 
student in a duel. Then we went in to dinner and perhaps’ would 
return to the drawing room by half past ten, but then the 
evening was young. We had been invited to help make the 
evening sociable and we were supposed to stay and often times 
it would be after twelve or one before we were free to leave. 


In the early days, at the time that the chateau was 
built, there was no electricity in the town, so Mr. Schell had 
his own system and there was a large series of batteries in the 
basement which were supposed to keep the lights going after the 
engineer left at 10:30. Sometimes these light would go dim and 
we would have to finish our frivolous evening by candlelight. 
There was also an electric elevator. It had beautifully 
varnished sides and doors and was upholstered in velvet. It 
was supposed to be very useful to stout ladies who were 
visiting the house as_ guests. However, it sometimes caught 
between the various floors of the house, and an ironing board 
would have to be provided by which the stout old lady could 
toboggan down to the floor below and safely make her exit to 
dinner. 


Mr. Schell greatly admired two teachers in the 
Seminary: Miss Mary Silverthorne and her sister, Miss Claire, 
ee of whom resided in East Hall, so he often invited the 

ilverthorne sisters to bring the girls from East Hall, about 
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sixty in number, down for an evening party. He arrangedgames 
for them and some competitive races up the long’ staircase, 
around the round arcade and down again without running, to see 
who could make it first. Then he managed to learn from one of 
the teachers which girl needed it most and she was the one who 
received the prize, usually a $5.00 goldpiece. 


During the summer conferences, especially the girls' 
conference, Mr. Schell was wont to invite the whole New York 
delegation or the New Jersey delegation down for an afternoon 
party on the terraces or on the lawn and he greatly enjoyed 
seeing the girls having a good time and enjoying the place, 
especially if they explored the spiral staircase. 


About 1915 Mr. Schell began to be seriously troubled 
with arthritis and although he received very good advice and 
care from physicians and masseurs, he waS very careless’ and 
rebellious about following their directions and, consequently 
this disease progressed. It was increasingly difficult for him 
to get about and after a few years he would go in and be seated 
in the dining room first, before Mrs. Schell brought in the 
other guests, as he was unwilling for them to see his ability 
impaired. As time went on he became more and more afflicted 
and in the last years of his life was so crippled that he was 
unable to move at all. Mrene  ochnell brought “him sup, ang, an 
ambulance from New York in the summer, usSing only a small part 
of the house, and returned with him in the fall to their New 
York home. He died in January 1929 and the house was then 

offered for sale. Mrs. Schell said that she could not live in 
@eontort if she were obliged to keep the house; the taxes were 
heavy and the upkeep more than she wished to face, so it was 
offered for sale. There were very few attempts or inquiries on 
the part of buyers and, after a time, Mrs. Schell made _ the 
house over to a hotel at a cost or purchase. price of $34,000. 
This included the house and the contents except for bric-a-brac 
and china and pictures, also 126 acres of land and the right to 
the Warwick Brook clear down to the river. 


Cleaning and putting the house in order was a Herculean 
task for much of it had not been used for many years. However, 
it was completed and the house was opened for inspection at a 
cost of twenty-five cents each. Parties of a considerable 
number were, of course, taken at a reduced cost. A tea room 
was maintained in the state dining room where one might obtain 
afternoon tea and also have the privilege of seeing the house. 
This proved very popular and was carried on for two seasons. 
The Chateau has been used for many special events such as_ the 
Women's Republican Club of three counties who have held their 
annual meetings there. It is possible to seat 225 in the long 
hall and by having the speaker's stand on a somewhat raised 
platform at the west end, it is possible to hear quite 


perfectly. The Chateau was the scene of the conference held by 
Pameooin hes Mott tforiesetting “up of *the World Council “of 
Churches held in Madras, India. There were present 85 


ma representing 53 nations and although they roomed in 
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hotel, in the morning they moved to the Chateau, where with 
closed doors and a bellboy, they conducted their 
deliberations. Mr. Mott said it was the most perfect setup he 
had ever had for such gatherings and work. 


Perhaps the most colorful events at the Chateau have 
been the flower shows staged by the garden club of Northfield. 
The display which was provided by Philip Porter has been the 
outstanding event of these garden club shows. A thousand cans 
in which he had started plants earlier in the season were so 
arranged upon the stairs as to form a V for victory, during the 
World War, or various other designs and emblems suitable to’ the 
year. The displays which came from various firms and parties 
throughout the valley made a very beautiful flower show. § The 
garden, often spoken of as the sunken garden, but really not at 
all a sunken garden, being the original garden which Mrs. 
Schell laid out on the level of the grounds on which the former 
house*stood. It is a thing of beauty in the iris season and at 
that time has been the stage setting of various weddings and 
such events. 


Another beautiful event of the spring season is often 
the final party for the seniors of the two schools, with the 
terrace lighted with Japanese lanterns and balloons or class 
colors floating from the center of the long hall. The girls in 
their pretty gowns and the spacious floor area for dancing 
gives a very delightful setting which few secondary schools in 
the valley can duplicate. 


The dam which Mr. Schell built and which he _ so greatly 
enjoyed, which threw a= pond of water three quarters of a mile 
long back to the east, long since has disappeared. The little 
boat with an electric motor was sold after the hotel acquired 
the property and the bridge now overlooks the swimming pool 
which has been made by putting in a reasonable amount of dam 
below that bridge. This gives a very pleasing setting for a 
Swimming pool for the hotel guests and is greatly enjoyed by 


the townspeople who come to share its refreshing water. The 


tall picket fence was removed when the hotel acquired the 
property. It was used for various purposes but the chief one 
was to form the great Fourth of July bonfire one evening. It 
was piled high, the flames reaching to the heavens and we saw 
the last of the red picket fence, never popular with those who 
had beheld it. 


Before the acquisition of the Chateau, it was the custom 
of the hotel to go out into the village and hire rooms for 
guests, when the number went beyond those _ who could be 
accommodated in the house. This necessitated the expense of 
several hundred dollars every year and gave rooms which were 
far from even in quality. Thus when the Chateau was acquired, 
it was very possible and much more convenient to house guests 
there and it has been a place of great popularity with many of 
the guests all through these years. 
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